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Seafood Production and Trade

• Aquaculture is critical to the 
global food supply.

• 50% of global seafood is farmed
• Wild seafood at or near 

maximum harvest levels
• Much room exists to sustainably 

expand marine aquaculture 
• U.S. Lagging behind much of the 

world despite having largest 
EEZ:
• Seafood trade deficit ~$17 

billion
• We import over 85% of our 

seafood
• We rank #17 in global 

aquaculture production

Industrial uses (e.g. animal feed)

Wild Harvest

Aquaculture



Climate-
Smart 
Food 
Production



NSTC Subcommittee on 
Aquaculture Plans

• Sub-Committee on Aquaculture codified in 
statute in 1980

• Two plans already drafted: 1) Interagency 
Regulatory Efficiency and 2) Science 
Coordination. Public comment is open until 
October 4, 2021

• Economic Development Plan is the “third 
leg of the stool”  

• The three plans together will comprise a 
new National Aquaculture Development 
Plan



Economic Development 
Task Force
Participating Agencies:

● Department of Commerce: NOAA Fisheries, NOAA Sea Grant, 
Minority Business Development Administration, Economic 
Development Administration

● Department of Agriculture: Rural Development, Agricultural 
Marketing Service, Economic Research Service, National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture

● Environmental Protection Agency
● Department of the State
● Department of the Interior: US Fish & Wildlife Service



Goals Overview
Goals in draft outline of EDTF plan:

1. Encourage Industry Investment
2. Support Infrastructure and Workforce Development
3. Expand Market Opportunities for U.S. Aquaculture 

Products
4. Support Aquaculture Communications and Literacy



Goal 1: Encourage 
Industry Investment
Objectives
1. Reduce Barriers to Entry
2. Increase Access to Capital
3. Increase Incentives
4. Increase Access to Federal Risk Management Services
5. Improve Economic Data



Goal 2: Support 
Infrastructure and 
Workforce Development
Objectives
1. Educate and Train a Skilled Aquaculture Workforce
2. Develop and Encourage the Adoption of New 

Technologies
3. Increase Investment in Physical Infrastructure
4. Establish Test Beds, R&D Consortiums, and Pilots



Goal 3: Expand Market 
Opportunities for U.S. 
Aquaculture Products
Objectives
1. Support New Product Development
2. Expand Domestic Market Opportunities
3. Increase International Trade
4. Explore the Expansion of Aquaculture Purchased by 

Government Commodity Purchase Programs



Goal 4: Support 
Aquaculture 
Communications and 
Literacy
Objectives
1. Increase Partnerships and Engagement to Connect 

with the General Public
2. Increase Aquaculture Literacy
3. Community Outreach
4. Interactions with Federal Agencies and Congress



Guided Discussion
We appreciate any feedback you may have on any aspect of the outline, 
and ask in particular that you keep the following in mind:

● Do you have any thoughts on the goals and objectives of the outline?  
Is anything missing or unnecessary?  Should we reframe any sections?

● Which objectives should be prioritized?
● Are there any additional high-level Administration drivers we should 

link to?
● Are there any other individuals or agencies/offices you believe we 

should engage?



AquacultureEcoDev@USDA.gov
Please submit any additional comments to our Task Force email


